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SEALS with ties to slain Green Beret 
under scrutiny in theft of fund. Page A7 


» New guidelines mean 30 million more 
in U.S. have high blood pressure. Page A7 
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Tricentennial CEO steps down 


COMMENTARY By Brian Chasnoff 


Contracting woes harmed 
Benavides’ work as CEO 


Before Edward Benavides 
resigned Monday as CEO of the 
Tricentennial Commission, his 
tenure was marred by an un- 
disciplined approach to award- 
ing contracts for the yearlong 
celebration. 

The most high-profile ex- 
ample of this was his mishan- 
dling of a media partnership 
with KSAT-TV. The local news 
station enjoyed months of dis- 


staff before the commission put 
out a request for proposals to 
all broadcast outlets, according 
to a previous San Antonio 
Express-News article by Staff 
Writer Josh Baugh. 

But Benavides, who earned a 
salary of $167,000, also flubbed 
other contracts associated with 
the Tricentennial, according to 
sources close to the commis- 
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By Josh Baugh 


STAFF WRITER 


In the wake of several critical 
reports outlining questionable 
business practices and outright 
failures in the administration of 
San Antonio’s Tricentennial, 
CEO Edward Benavides on 
Monday resigned, citing “the 
negativity” surrounding the 
celebration. 

“Our 300th anniversary 
should imbue joy, aspiration 


sion. 


Edward Benavides was picked 


and legacy, not the negativity 


Commission’s progress on 
celebration has drawn fire 


community-wide planning,” he 
said in a statement. “For these 
reasons, I have resigned as 
CEO of the commission.” 

The San Antonio Express- 
News first reported the resigna- 
tion Monday morning, shortly 
after City Manager Sheryl Scul- 
ley notified Mayor Ron Niren- 
berg, the City Council and her 
executive leadership team. 

“Today the Executive Com- 
mittee of the San Antonio Tri- 
centennial Commission accept- 
ed the resignation of CEO Ed- 


cussions with Tricentennial 


Acts continues on A2 


as CEO in December 2015. 


that currently surrounds the 


Benavides continues on A4 


AV les nae 


John Davenport / San Antonio Express-News 


Moving forward after landmark burns 


Members of the Tapatio Springs Hill Country Resort near Boerne are looking forward to the con- 
struction of a larger and better replacement for their clubhouse, destroyed by fire Nov. 4. Count- 
less weddings, meetings and banquets were held over past decades in the building. Metro, A3 


Prisoner 
arrested 
in officer’s 
"(4 slaying 


By J.p. Lawrence 
STAFF WRITER 


Matt Murphy, 
33, an Alice 
police officer, 
was shot four 
times in his 
squad car. 


More than 40 years after the death of an 
Alice police officer, authorities have arrested a 
man in Alabama they say bragged about the 
slaying. 

Alice Police Chief Rex Ramon on Monday 
announced the arrest of Roberto Lopez, 70, in 
the killing of Matt Murphy, who was shot four 
times in his squad car during a traffic stop Dec. 
1, 1974. The vehicle he stopped sped off, and 
police never found it or its occupants. 

Authorities traveled to Alabama last week to 
serve the arrest warrant on Lopez, who is al- 
ready serving a life sentence there for armed 

Cold case continues on A4 


Hackers took aim 
at 2 Texas agencies 


State blocked 
suspicious acts 
linked to Russia 


By Allie Morris 
AUSTIN BUREAU 


AUSTIN — Russia-linked 
hackers targeted two Texas 
state agencies, including the 
Department of Public Safety, in 
the run-up to the 2016 presi- 
dential election, but they never 
broke in, new records reveal. 

State officials had previously 
declined to publicly name the 
agencies, saying only that their 
missions were unrelated to 
elections. The other agency 


» WikiLeaks: Trump Jr. was in 
contact during campaign. A7 


involved was the Texas Library 
and State Archives Commis- 
sion, records show. 

The details come after initial 
confusion over why the U.S. 
Homeland Security Depart- 
ment included Texas as one of 
21 states it said were targeted by 
Russian government cy- 
beractors “seeking vulnerabil- 
ities and access to U.S. election 
infrastructure.” 

Texas Secretary of State 
Rolando Pablos has denied 
that his office’s website or any 
state election infrastructure 
were ever targeted or 

Hackers continues on A4 


Live portrait 
of Jimenez in 
famed gallery 


Image of conjunto legend 
was captured in late ’8Os 


By Jim Kiest 
STAFF WRITER 


From the Blanco Ballroom to the National 
Portrait Gallery is a journey Flaco Jimenez might 
not have imagined 30 years ago. 

In 2017, though, it’s just the latest accolade for 
the San Antonio conjunto legend, who received a 
Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in 2015. 

A unique photograph of Jimenez by San Anto- 
nio photographer Al Rendon is part of the exhib- 
it “Recent Acquisitions,” which opens Friday at 
the Smithsonian Institution gallery in Washing- 
ton, D.C. Also featured in the exhibit are pho- 
tographs of director Spike Lee, actress Rita Mo- 
reno and Housing and Urban Development Sec- 
retary Ben Carson. 

“Tm flattered to be there. Might be, I’ll check 

Portrait continues on A4 


Al Rendon / National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution 


San Antonio photographer Al Rendon shot the 
multiple-exposure photo during a performance 
by Flaco Jimenez at the Blanco Ballroom. 
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Website part of efforts to save 
historic rural sites. Page A8 


Pork birria taco on a corn tortilla from El Bandolero 
taco truck. See ExpressNews.com/Tacos 
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